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Gate. He said, Mr. Cave did not like to talk of it, and seemed to be in groat horrour whenever it was mentioned. BOSWKI.I.. ' Tray, Sir, what did he say was the appearance?' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, something of a shadowy being.'
I mentioned witches, and asked him what they properly meant. JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, they properly mean those who make use of the aid of evil spirits.' BosWKLL. ' There is no doubt, Sir, a general report and belief of their having existed1.' JOHNSON. 'You have not only the general report and belief, but you have many voluntary solemn confessions.' lie did not affirm any thing positively upon a subject which it: is the fashion of the times to laugh at as a matter of absurd credulity. He only .seemed willing, as a candid encmirer after truth, however strange and inexplicable, to shew that he understood what might be urged for it2.
On Friday, April 10, I dined with him at General Ogle-thorpe's, where we found Dr. Goldsmith.
Armorial bearings having been mentioned, Johnson said they were as ancient as the- siege of Thebes, which he proved by a passage in one of the tragedies of Kuripides".
1 ' I cannot,' wrote John Wesley (Journal, iv. 74),' give up to all the Deists in Great Britain the existence of witrhr.raft, till I give up the credit of all history, sacred and profane, And at the present time, I have not only as strong hut stronger proofs of this from eye and ear witnesses than I have of murder; so that I cannot rationally doubt of one any more than the other.'
3 See this curious question treated by him with most aeute ability, foitntaf of <i 'l\wr /<» ////' /A'/v/r/f'.v, 3rd edit. p. 33. I Aug. t6.| Bos-WKI.I,. Johnson, in his ()/>.\m<ti/it>tts oti Jl/ncM// (}l't»-ks,v. 55-7), shews his utter disbelief in witrhenift. 'These phantoms,' lie writes, 'have indeed appeared more frequently in proportion as the darkness of ignorance has been more gross; but it cannot be shewn that the brightest gleams of knowledge have at any time been .sufficient to drive them out of the world.' He describes the .spread of the belief in them in the middle ages, and udds:.....'The reformation did not immediately arrive at its meridian, and though day was gradually increasing upon us, the goblins of witchcraft still continued to hover in the twilight.' See /><>xt, April H, 1779 and 1780, in Mr. Laugton's Collection.
' The passage to which Johnson alluded is to be found (I conjecture) in the /'/fwv//.y.w, 1. iijuj. J, BUSWKLL, JUN.
I started                                         1 See ante, ii. 155, for Johnson's attack on Lord Chatham's 'feudal "                                      gabble.'
